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A school was started in June for the youngsters. The classes were
held only in the afternoon from two to five., as the settlers were
engaged on hard physical labour in the morning. Gandhi and
Kallenbach, assisted by some young men, worked as teachers. The
religious instruction was given by Gandhi, who wrote out the funda-
mental doctrines of Hinduism and studied books on Islam and
Zoroastrianism. He taught his pupils to respect all religions and to
live together like blood brothers. On the basis of his lectures Gandhi
wrote Mti D karma or Ethical Religion published in 1912,
The heterogeneous class that fell to Gandhi's lot contained pupils
of all ages, from boys and girls of about seven years of age to
young men of twenty and young girls of twelve. Gandhi divided
the class into two sections, the Gujarati section to be taught through
the medium of Gujarati and the rest through English. The Tamil and
Telugu children knew their mother tongue or English and a little
Dutch. As the principal part of the teaching, Gandhi followed the
method of narrating or reading to his pupils interesting stories. He
taught them a little Tamil and Urdu. General knowledge of history,
geography and arithmetic was not neglected. Sanskrit was taught
to Hindu children. Writing was also taught, and so were some
bkajans, which formed part of their prayers. No text-books were used
in this school. In education Gandhi always gave the first place to the
culture of the heart or the building of character. Corporal punish-
ment was strictly forbidden. Gandhi believed that the training of
the spirit was only possible through the exercise of the spirit. And
"the exercise of the spirit entirely depended on the life and character
of the teacher." Only on one occasion Gandhi punished a pupil with
a ruler, trembling as he struck the errant pupil.
His experiment of co-education on Tolstoy Farm was a daring one. .
He sent the boys reputed to be mischievous and the innocent young
girls to bathe at the same spot at the same time. He fully explained
the duty of self-restraint to his pupils. The bathers went in a body
and solitude was always avoided and Gandhi usually was present
at the spring.
Gandhi slept in an open veranda, and boys and girls would
spread themselves around him. There was no cot on the farm ; all
slept on the floor. For bed everyone was given two blankets, one
for spreading and other for covering purposes, and a wooden pillow.
The experiment made from a belief that boys and girls could thus